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GV BC PU R PO SE  

ST A T EM ENT  

At GVBC, we seek to glor ify 
God by: 
~ reaching the world for Christ 

~uniting as His family 
~worshiping Him with our liv es 
~growing in Christ-l ike character 
~and serving others in lov e. 

GV BC M I SSI O N  

ST A T EM ENT  

Helping people discov er Jesus 
and become His fully devoted 
followers. 
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Parable of the Water Pots 

A water bearer in India carried two large pots suspended 
f rom the ends of a pole that he carried across his 
shoulders. One of  the pots was perfect and delivered a full 
load of  water at the end of  the long walk f rom the stream to 
the master’s house. But the other pot was cracked and 
always arrived only half full. 

The perfect pot was proud of  its accomplishments, but the 
cracked pot felt sad that it could achieve only half of what it had been made to 
do. One day, af ter two years of bitter failure, it spoke to the water bearer.  “I am 
ashamed of myself ,” it said, “and I want to apologize.” 

“Why?” asked the water bearer. 

“Because for two years I’ve delivered only half  my load. This crack in my side 
causes water to leak out all the way back to the master’s house. Because of  my 
f laws, you don’t get full value f rom your efforts.” 

But the water bearer replied, “As we return to the master’s house, I want you to 
notice the beautiful flowers along the path.”  Sure enough, as they went up the 
hill, the cracked pot noticed the sun warming many beautiful wild f lowers. 

“Did you notice that there were f lowers only on your side of  the path?” the water 
bearer asked.  “That’s because I’ve always known about your f law, and I took 
advantage of  it. I planted flower seeds on your side of  the path. You watered 
them every day as we walked back f rom the stream. For the past two years I’ve 
used those f lowers to decorate the master’s table. If  you weren’t just the way 
you are, he would not have had this beauty to grace his house.” 

Sometimes I feel like a cracked pot. When I look at my own f laws, I get 
discouraged. I feel half  empty. I don’t feel like I’m making a difference in the lives 
of  others. I don’t feel like I am ministering as effectively as I should be. Maybe 
you can identify with me. Maybe you feel like the year’s coming to an end on a 
discouraging note. Maybe you’ve been thinking, “I’m just a cracked pot. What 
could God possibly want to do with me?” 

There is hope for us!  We may be cracked pots, but we still have a purpose in 
God’s great plan. Instead of  worrying about leaking water, we can start to 
recognize that God wants to grow beautiful f lowers through us as we seek to 
obey and follow him. He reminds us in 2 Corinthians 12:9 that “my grace is 
sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” 

You don’t have to be a “perfect pot” in order to live life with a f irm sense of  
purpose this Christmas season and into the coming year. You don’t have to 
have a certain personality to effectively share Christ with others. You don’t have 
to have certain spiritual gif ts before God can use you in ministry. You don’t have 
to have a perfect family, perfect health, perfect f inances, or attain sinless 
perfection in order to bless someone during the upcoming Christmas season. 
God wants to take you right now, just as you are. He loves you, and He has a 
purpose and plan for your life! 

Love in Christ, 
Daniel Matsuda 

Associate Pastor, Youth 

Gardena Valley Baptist Church 



Issue 4 Page 2 

Second Sunday of Advent 
December 8 

MOSAIC 
Transformational Truths of  a Brilliant Savior 

English:  8:45 & 10:45 a.m. 
Community Hall 

Pastor James Chang  
Luke 2:29-32 

Nichigo:  10:45 a.m. 
Sanctuary  

Pastor Eiji Osato 

Third Sunday of Advent 
December 15 

MOSAIC 
Transformational Truths of  a Brilliant Savior 

English:  8:45 & 10:45 a.m. 
Community Hall 

Pastor Pastor Daniel Matsuda 
Mark 1:7 

Nichigo:  10:45 a.m. 
Sanctuary  

Pastor Eiji Osato 

GVBC ALL-CHURCH 

CHRISTMAS POTLUCK 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8    

AT 5:00 PMAT 5:00 PMAT 5:00 PMAT 5:00 PM    

Community HallCommunity HallCommunity HallCommunity Hall    
 

Please bring (when last name begins with): 
 
A-P – Main Dish AND dessert 
Q-Z – Main Dish AND side dish (rice, noodles, 

veggies or salad) 
If you come alone, bring only ONE dish listed by the 
letter of your last name (main dish, side dish or 
dessert). 
 
If possible, please bring your potluck dishes in 
disposable containers. If you bring containers that you 
want returned, LABEL each part of your container 
(top and bottom) as well as any serving utensil. 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Christmas Sunday, December 22 
English:  8:45 & 10:45 a.m. 

Community Hall 
Pastor Steve Langley 

Jesus the Word Became Flesh 
John 1:14 

Nichigo:  10:45 a.m. 

Sanctuary  

Pastor Eiji Osato 

Bring your Advent Conspiracy Boxes 

Christmas Eve 6:00 p.m. Service 
Tuesday, December 24 
English: & Nichigo 
Pastor Eiji Osato 
Community Hall 

This candlelight service is geared toward 
families with children. The Women’s Choir will 

greet you with Christmas carols in the Narthex 

as you enter the church. The Christmas story 

“Song of the Stars” will be read to the children. 
We will light our candles at the end of the 

service then sing Silent Night. 

Christmas Eve 11:00 p.m. Service 
Tuesday, December 24 
English: & Nichigo 

Pastor Steve Langley 
Community Hall 

This service is geared toward adults. During this 
candlelight service we will take communion together. 

At the end of the service we will light our candles then 

sing Silent Night. 
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On the journey of  life, 
Michelle Koga kept good 
company. Michelle was 
inspired and encouraged 
by her two best f riends, 
Holly and her now 
husband, GVBC Assistant 
Pastor Chris Koga who 
leads the College-age 
Ministry. Of  the two, 
Michelle f irst met Holly 
when her family moved 
f rom Las Vegas to Lake Isabella. 

An impressionable teenager 

Holly invited both Michelle and her younger sister, 
Carolyn, to the youth group at First Baptist 
Church of  Lake Isabella. An impressionable teen 
(she was 13 years old), Michelle immediately 
noticed the difference in the kind of  people at 
church versus the outside world. “The people at 
church were not only f riendly, but they genuinely 
cared,” she stated. “I readily saw a Christ-like 
quality when I meet Holly.” 

Curious about Christianity 

In being immersed in a positive and nurturing 
environment, Michelle became curious and 
interested in Christianity. She, along with Carolyn, 
accompanied Holly regularly to the youth 
meetings where she met Youth Pastor Ed Rains 
and his wife, Cindy. The Rains became like 
second parents to Michelle and Carolyn. They 
invited Michelle and her sister to all the youth 
events as well as to youth camp. In time, Michelle 
and Carolyn became active in the youth group, 
Sunday school, and youth choir. 

At the Hume Lake Christian Winter Youth Camp, 
Michelle received the Lord at age 15. The 
dynamic speaker, Francis Chan, presented the 
Gospel message in a new way. As the youth 
sang “The Nails in Your Hands,” the words struck 
Michelle’s heart and she began crying. “I didn’t 
understand why I was crying,” she explained, “but 
I had a heartfelt feeling for the Lord, realizing the 
HUGE sacrif ice He made for me at Calvary.” 
Through the help of Youth Pastor Ed and Cindy, 
Michelle received the Lord. 

Biola University and a career change 

With the goal of transferring to Biola University 
(BU), Michelle attended the local junior college, 

Cerro Coso Community 
College while working 30 
to 40 hours a week. In 
spring 1997, she earned 
her A.A. Degree. 

Michelle meets Pastor 
Chris 

After transferring to Biola, 
Michelle met her future 
husband, Chris, in a coffee 
shop. They instantly 
became f riends. “Chris 
was genuine in his faith, 
caring and easy to talk 
with,” Michelle aff irmed. 

Soon, after earning her B.A. in Sociology f rom 
Biola, she began working fulltime at the University 
while serving in the high school ministry at 
Whittier Hills Baptist Church. 

At this crossroads, Chris suggested she might 
pursue a career, working with youths which 
involved one of her strengths and something she 
enjoyed. He envisioned her working with teenage 
youths, knowing she had enjoyed serving the high 
school youth at the church in Whittier as well as 
GVBC. God used Chris’s advice and 
encouragement to steer Michelle toward the 
education/counseling f ield. In spring 2005, 
Michelle received a Master’s Degree in 
Educational Counseling and Pupil Personnel 
Services (PPS) f rom Azusa Pacif ic University. 

A supportive and loving husband 

Now married to Chris, he was again supportive as 
Michelle needed to put in 600 hours to complete 
her internship. Instead of  doing this part-time as 
most graduates, Chris encouraged her to go 
fulltime to speed up the process. With Chris’s 
backing, Michelle completed her internship 
quickly. She then enjoyed a satisfying career as a 
school counselor at Hughes Middle School in 
Long Beach for f ive years. “I loved working with 
kids and being a part of their lives,” Michelle 
beamed. 

Working on the GVBC staff 

Working part-time as the GVBC Nursery Director, 
Michelle also enjoys being a part of kids’ lives. It 
has been fun for Michelle to meet with families 
and get to know the kids, their parents, and 
volunteers. Anyone who knows Michelle is aware 
that she loves connecting with people! 

(Continued on page 4) 

IN GOOD COMPANY 
PROFILE OF MICHELLE KOGA — GVBC NURSERY DIRECTOR 

BY KATHY AISO 

“Good company on the road 

makes the way to seem lighter.” 

— David Roper 

(L) Aiden (5 yrs), Michelle, Alyssa (1 1/2 yrs), 

and Ella (4 yrs) 
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OUR MISSION FIELD 

Fred & Jane Tanaka, Child Evangelism Fellowship of Japan 

In the 1980's Ken preached at an evangelistic lunch to a 
group of  more than 30 medical-school students. Two female 
medical students (now doctors) accepted the Lord f rom this 
group. Today, Ken rejoices because they continue the work 
of  ministry, bringing the lost to Christ and also discipling 
them. 

Recently, Ken had the opportunity to teach and encourage a 
class for converted Christians. It was led by a capable disciple-maker. The 
purpose of  the class was to sharpen each Christian's character by being actively 
corrected f rom their old ways and transformed to Christ's Lordship. One of  the 
Christians in the class was a 67-year-old single man named Silvio. After 13 
years of  contact with the Gospel, Silvio accepted Christ. It took four years for 
Silvio to be able to pay off his debts, but he did it!  With Christ present in his life, 
Silvio's life has been transformed. Ken aff irmed, “Silvio now beams with the 
fullness of  the Holy Spirit and is ready for baptism. He has also been taken in by 
some fellow Christians — being adopted by them. Life has never been so good 
for Silvio!”  Thank you for keeping the Masons, Kudos, and all our missionaries 
in prayer. 

Most importantly, these connections also include husband, Chris and their children: Aiden (age 5), Ella 
(age 4) and Alyssa (age 1 ½). The Kogas were f riends for eight years before marrying at GVBC on 
February 26, 2005. Michelle’s dream was to, “Marry someone who was most like the character of the 
Apostle Paul. I’ve found Chris closest to hitting the mark.” 

Daily focus on Christ makes a difference 

Michelle’s favorite Bible passage, Philippians 3:12-14, reminds her of  a daily focus on Christ makes all 
the difference in her Christian walk. 

“Not that I have already obtained it, or have already become perfect, but I press on in order that I 

may lay hold of that for which also I was laid hold of by Christ Jesus.  Brethren, I do not regard 
myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do:  forgetting what lies behind and reaching 
forward to what lies ahead.  I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in 

Christ Jesus.” 

Michelle moves forward in her Christian walk, enjoying the primary company and connection with Christ 
through quiet times, prayer, and conversation with Him.  She also has the connection with many fellow 
brothers and sisters in Christ whose fellowship make the journey even more enjoyable. 

(Michelle Koga Profile Continued from page 3) 

Please NO Parking 
Please NO parking in Pacif ic Square on the Sundays 
of  December 22 and 29. This makes room for the 
Christmas and New Year’s shoppers. Please park at 
our Union Bank parking lot on 158th & Western or our 
parking lot on Denker. 
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FAMILY NEWS 

Letters to our church family 
� Dear GVBC, It is almost overwhelming to think of  the 

support that GVBC and the church family gave to 
me during my recent illness. You sent me f lowers at 
the hospital. Numerous staff  members visited me at 
the hospital even during times I was so ill I could not 
talk to them or recognize them. Lastly, so many 
people prayed for my health and those prayers did 
work. God listened and brought me back whole. One 
doctor described me as a “sudden death survivor!”  
Only your prayers could have overcome that. Thank 
you so much, Leon Dilpare 

 



For more information contact Pastor Eiji Osato, ext 
676, eiji@gvbc.net. 

� M.O.M. (Mexico Outreach Short-term Missions) 

♦ Friday, December 20 to Sunday, December 22, 
San Telmo. Cost $140 

NEEDED: Gently-used shoes. We are collecting 
gently used children and adult tennis shoes for San 
Telmo, Mexico. Please tie the shoe strings together 
and drop them in the bins in the foyer. DEADLINE: 
Dec. 15. We will distribute the children's shoes to the 
students of San Telmo School and the adult shoes to 
the La Mesa Jail prisoners in Tijuana. NO holes 
please. 
Ministry areas include men, women, children, food, 
medical, worship, clothes. We are also still collecting 
soap and shampoo samples all year long for the 
Mexico Missions trips. Please bring them to the 
church off ice labeled “Teresa Matsushima.”  Place it 
behind Jan Magnani’s desk on the table in the off ice 
(by the windows). 
 

[NOTE: a valid U.S. passport is required. Spanish is 
helpful, but not required]. 
To sign up contact Teresa Matsushima or email her 
at: treesaw47@gmail.com. 

� Christmas Sunday, December 22 [NOTE: NO 
parking in Pacif ic Square because of Christmas 
shoppers. Please park at our Union Bank parking lot 
on 158th & Western]. Don’t forget to bring you 
Advent Conspiracy boxes. 

� Christmas Eve Services December 24, 6 & 11 p.m. 
[See page 2 Holiday Service Schedule] 

� Office Closed Christmas December 25 & 26 
� NO Friday Night Youth Meetings December 27 
� Baptism Sunday & Right Hand of Fellowship 

December 29 
[NOTE: NO parking in Pacif ic Square because of  
New Year’s shoppers. Please park at our Union Bank 
parking lot on 158th & Western or our Denker lot]. 

~ 2014 ~  
� Office Closed Wednesday, January 1.  
� Art of Marriage Friday evening, February 7, 

Sanctuary, Saturday, February 8, 8:00 a.m. — 4:00 
p.m., Community Hall. More info to follow. 

� Children’s Winter Camp February 15 — 17 
� Youth Winter Retreat February 15 — 17, Alpine 

Meadows Retreat Center, Angelus Oaks. Theme: 
Disconnect to Reconnect, Psalms 46:10. Speaker is 
Llcian Lemus, assistant pastor  for El Camino Metro 
church in Sun Valley. More info to follow. 

� 100th Anniversary Brunch Saturday, August 16, 
Marriott Hotel, Torrance. 
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CONTACT: office (310) 323-5683. 
EMAIL: gvbc@gvbc.net [put your event 
in the subject line]. You can also 
contact event leaders directly. 
WEBSITE: www.gvbc.net 

 

� Pastor Ron’s Bible Study Classes 

� OASIS: on hiatus until January 15, 2014. 

� Following Christ Today: Sundays, 10:45 a.m., room 

218. This 32-week class is the revised former Basic 
Christianity Class with a renewed focus on learning 
to follow Jesus today as His disciples in this fallen 
world. Whether you are a brand-new Christian or 
have been a believer for many years, you will gain 
valuable, life-changing insights f rom this class. 

 

Classes taught by Pastor Ron Matsuda. Fliers 
available in the Narthex or contact the office to 
register. You’re welcome to join at any time. 

� Job Club 

[NOTE change of  day & room] Every other 
Tuesday, 6:30 — 7:30 p.m., room 119. Next 
meeting is December 17. Open to anyone as well 
as the entire community who are in the job 
transition process. We address whatever questions 
attendees have at the moment — whether it be how 
to effectively network; write a resume which will 
stand out; or interview with conf idence. We 
welcome you to join our meetings for information 
and networking opportunities. Invite anyone you 
know who may be interested. For more information 
contact Stacia Kato at: staciakato@gmail.com or 
Debbie Nakata at: debbienakata@gmail.com. 

� NO December Bilingual Saturday Service 

There will be NO Bilingual Service in December. 
The GVBC’s Bilingual Service is every second 
Saturday of  the month f rom 7:00 — 9:00 p.m., in the 
Sanctuary. The next bilingual service will be 
January 11, 2014.  

• On Saturday, December 14 there is a special 
outreach event in place of the Bilingual service. This 
event is for Japanese students in this area and will 
NOT be bilingual (Japanese only).  

 

Refreshments served in Room 201 af ter the 
service. For more info contact Pastor Eiji Osato, ext. 
676, eiji@gvbc.net. 

� Driftwood Healthcare Outreach 
Saturday, December 14,1:50 — 3:00 p.m. 
Celebrate Christmas with the residents of  Drif twood 
Healthcare Center in Torrance. Contact Jodie 
Rivera for more information at the church off ice or 
email her at: Jodie_Yoshida@yahoo.com. 

� Nichigo Christmas Messiah Concert 
Saturday, December 21, 6:00 p.m., Sanctuary. This 
is a family-oriented concert in Japanese to 
celebrate Christmas. Although we sing Messiah in 
Japanese, the English translation will be on the 
screen. We invite everyone to come and celebrate 
the birth of  Jesus by singing Messiah together 
(especially the “Hallelujah Chorus” and “Amen”). 
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NEW ONLINE 
Funds have been added to our online giving. You can also donate to One Great Hour of  
Sharing for the Philippines typhoon victims. Check our website at www.gvbc.net, “Give.” 

Issue 24 will be uploaded to the website on Wednesday, December 18. 
Hard copies will then be available in the Narthex and Community Hall. All 
articles should be submitted by Sunday, December 15. 

S
p
iri
t 

H
A
IY
A
N
 

One Great Hour of Sharing: 
Typhoon Haiyan Victims 

We are collecting donations for the One Great Hour of  Sharing 
offering for the Philippines typhoon victims through Sunday, 
December 8. You can also donate online at www.gvbv.net “Give.” 

Opportunities to Service 
Service at GVBC 
Looking for somewhere to serve at GVBC? 
 

Help prepare the communion elements for 1st or 2nd service. 
 

Prayer Warriors & Office Help Volunteers 
Commitment time of  one year — January to December 2014. If  you already have been or would like to 
join our: Email Prayer Warrior Chain, Telephone Prayer Chain, Pastoral Praise & Prayer Warriors or 
help in our GVBC office on Tuesday mornings, please fill out the f lyer on the Narthex counter. More info 
on the flyer. Signup by Sunday, December 29. 
 

2014 Adult Choir 
We want to expand our Adult Choir. Weekly practices on Thursdays, 7:00 p.m., Room 250. No signups 
needed. Just come and join us. The adult choir also joins the Multi-gen Choir to sing during the holidays. 
Everyone is welcome. Contact Susie Shelley, ext. 673, email: susie@gvbc.net. 
 

From the Mission Committee, Teresa Matsushima 

As part of  our partnership with the Oasis Church in Rifu, Japan, we need to f ind a home for a 19 year 
old college student to stay. 

We are looking for two to three families who can house the college student for four to f ive days each 
during February 28 to March 12, 2014. 

The student is a new Christian who is eager to fellowship with other Christians and wants to live in a 
Christian home during his time in America. 

If  God is tugging at your heart to host this student, please contact Jan at the church office and leave a 
message for Sanaye Nagami, Missions Chairperson. 
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Gardena Valley Baptist Church 
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Gardena, CA  90247-3712 
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Twitter: http://twitter.com/gvbc 

 

 

 

Steve Langley , Senior Pastor, ex t. 0 

Daniel Matsuda, Associate Pastor  — Youth, ex t. 681 

Eiji Osato , Associate Pastor  — Nichigo , ext. 676 

James Chang , Assis tan t Pasto r — Neighbo rhood, ex t. 679 

Annette Kakimo to, Assis tant Pastor  —  

Leadership Developmen t, ex t. 680 

Chri s Koga, Assistant Pastor—College, ex t. 685 (pt)   

Layne Wakuta, Pasto ral In tern  — Middle School,ex t.684  

Susan Wakuta — Elementary  Children ’s Di rector, ex t. 689 

Michelle Koga — Nursery Director  (pt)  

J.J . Frey — Worship Coo rdinator  (pt)  

Wendy Nakano, Offi ce Manager , ext. 672 

Peggy Kushigemachi, Financial Assis tan t, ext. 675  

Jan  Magnani, Secretary, ex t. 671 

Rei  Abe, Nichigo  Secretary , ex t. 677 (pt)  

Aubrey  Matsunami, Chris tian Educ. Secretary , ext. 678 (pt)  

Susie Shelley, Newsletter Editor , ext. 673 (pt)  

Socorro  “Coco” Kagawa, Maintenance Ass t. (pt)  

Gerald  Mayewaki, Main tenance-AV Asst. (pt)  

Rober t Kato, Sunday Services Assis tant (pt)  

 
 

 
 
 
 

�Morning Worship @ 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

�Nichigo  Japanese-speaking Service@10:45am Sanctuary  

NOTE: Both English services in the Community Hall  
 

December 8/Second Sunday of Advent 

Pastor James Chang ~ Jesus the Savior of all Mankind 

Luke 2:29-32 
 

December 15/Third Sunday of Advent 
Pastor Daniel Matsuda~Jesus the Powerful Son of God 

Mark 1:7 
 

December 22/Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Christmas Sunday/Bring your Advent Conspiracy boxes 
Pastor Steve Langley~Jesus the Word Became Flesh 

John 1:14 
 

Tuesday, December 24 Christmas Eve Services 

6:00 p.m. Family-orinented Service 
11:00 p.m. Candlelight Service 

 

Sunday, December 29/Baptism Sunday, Sanctuary 

Special Speaker: Kyle Shimazaki 
 

English-speaking children’s Sunday school runs 
concurrent with the Worship Services. Nichigo children’s 
Sunday school 9:30 a.m., Room 206. 


